THE OAKDALE STEAM STUDENT HANDBOOK

This handbook contains important school information, rules, and policies. With
the exception of the Return to Learning plan, the information is organized in
alphabetical order. Itis important that you review this handbook with your child.
Returning the signed portion of the handbook ensures that you have read and
understand the expectations printed in this handbook.

2023-2024

ARRIVAL
Class begins at 7:45am. Students who are car riders may be dropped off beginning at 7:00am. Do not drop your
child off to stand and wait for school to open before 7:00am. Please refrain from cell phone use while in the car rider
line to ensure the safety of our students and staff. If you need to come inside of the school, you must park in a parking
space.

ATTENDANCE



Student Attendance Intervention Plans After three consecutive or a total of five unlawful absences, regulations require
that school officials contact the parent/guardian for a conference. The purpose of this conference is to identify reasons
for your student's absences and to complete a Student Attendance Intervention Plan. The maximum number of days a
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activities.

4. Appropriate shoes must be worn at all times. Tennis shoes or sturdy, form-fitting shoes are recommended for
the school day. No backless or high-heeled shoes are permitted. (Flip flops are not permitted; sandals/Crocs with
back straps can be worn.) No shoes with wheels.

5. Extremely brief shorts and short skirts are not appropriate for school. Mid-thigh length or longer is appropriate.
Students who fail to comply with the standards may be warned, sent home to change, or receive a consequence
as determined appropriate by administration.

DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE BY STUDENTS
No student, regardless of age, will possess, use, sell, purchase, barter, distribute, or be under the influence of
alcoholic beverages or controlled or unauthorized substances including vaping in the following circumstances:

= on school property (including buildings, grounds, vehicles)

= at any school-sponsored activity, function, or event whether on or off school grounds (including any
location where an interscholastic athletic contest is taking place)

 en route to or from school, at the bus stop, or during any field trip, or during any trip or activity sponsored
by the board or under the supervision of the board or its authorized agents

No student will aid, abet, assist, or conceal the possession, consumption, purchase, or distribution of any alcoholic
beverage or controlled or unauthorized substances by any other student or students in any of the circumstances
listed above.

No student will market or distribute any substance which is represented to be or is substantially similar in color,
shape, size, or markings to a controlled or unauthorized substance or to an alcoholic beverage in any of the
circumstances listed above.

All principals will cooperate fully with law enforcement agencies and will report to them all information that would
be considered pertinent or beneficial in their efforts to stop the sale, possession, and use of alcoholic beverages and
controlled or unauthorized substances.

Principal or his/her designee will suspend students who violate this policy and may recommend them for expulsion.
The board intends to expel all students who distribute any controlled or unauthorized substance on school grounds.

EARLY RELEASE DAYS
Students will be dismissed on the following dates at 11am to allow our staff time for professional development.
Early Release Days are October 20, 2023, December 22, 2023, March 28, 2024, May 2, 2024, and June 6, 2024.

EMERGENCY DRILLS

Emergency drills are necessary for the safety of students, staff, and faculty. Everyone is given specific directions for
reaching safety points from those areas of the school building in which he/she may be. Specific information for
emergency drills is posted in each room. In the event of a more serious situation, students will be transported by
school bus to designated shelter areas. These areas are kept confidential to protect our students. In the event of
such a situation, parents will be notified of pickup locations as soon as possible.

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS
Students entering kindergarten must be five years old before midnight September 1. Students entering first grade
must be six years old before midnight September 1. All students entering a South Carolina school for the first time
must have a birth certificate, South Carolina Certificate of Immunization, a Social Security number, and proof of
residence. Students are assigned to the school in whose zone they reside.




FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS AND PRIVACY ACT (FERPA)
Please see the last section on the last page of this handbook for information regarding FERPA.

FEES OWED
Parents of any student who has a financial obligation to the school/district, (lunch fees, lost textbooks, technology
device fee, library fines, fees, etc.) should pay within the prescribed time, or actions will be taken by the
school/district to collect the outstanding debt. Checks should be made payable to Oakdale STEAM Elementary.

FOOD SERVICES
Nutritious meals are served for breakfast and lunch. Under the Healthy, Hunger Free Kids Act of 2010, school
districts are able to participate in the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) program to increase access of free school
meals for students. All students will receive free meals without needing to fill out an application.

HEALTHY SNACKS 2
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our daily lives and inherent in everything we do. The Leader in Me program defines our school’s operations, and is



annual and daily basis), diplomas and awards received, and the most recent previous education agency or institution
attended by the student.

PROMOTION/RETENTION OF STUDENTS
Students not mastering performance indicators at their grade level may be considered for retention. Formal
notification will take place between January - March. Final decisions concerning retention are made in late May.
Students may be retained due to poor academic performance and/or poor attendance.

PARENT & TEACHER ORGANIZATION
We welcome you to join the Oakdale STEAM Parent and Teacher Organization. The main purpose of the PTO




SEARCH AND SEIZURE
As authorized by State law, district and school administrators and officials may conduct reasonable searches on
District property of lockers, desks, vehicles, and personal belongings such as purses, book bags, wallets, and satchels,
with or without




such resources is a privilege, not a right. Students must conduct themselves in a responsible, efficient, ethical and
legal manner. Unauthorized or inappropriate use, including any violation of these guidelines, may result in
cancellation of the privilege, disciplinary action consistent with the Student Handbook, and/or civil or criminal
liability. Use of Internet to access, process, distribute, display or print child pornography and other materials that
are obscene, objectionable, inappropriate and/or harmful to minors is prohibited.

As such, the following material is prohibited: material that appeals to a prurient interest in nudity, sex, and
excretion; material that depicts, describes or represents in a patently offensive way with respect to what is suitable
for minors an actual or simulated sexual act or sexual contact, actual or simulated normal or perverted sexual acts,
or lewd exhibition of the genitals; and material that lacks serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value as to



campus.

VOLUNTEERS
Parents and guardians are encouraged to be volunteers at the school. If you are interested in supporting our school
in any volunteer opportunities this year, please visit our district website to complete an interest form to share your
interest in supporting our school. Please be reminded that visitors are asked to follow school regulations and not
interrupt classroom instruction and school routines. Adults volunteering serve as role models for all of our students.
Volunteering is a privilege, not a right. If at any time a volunteer does not adhere to our policies, procedures, or
expectations, his or her volunteer privileges may be revoked.

While volunteering, student safety is priority. Silence your cell phone/device while caring for our students. Parents
expected to follow these expectations when on campus or on field trips:

Oakdale STEAM Volunteer Expectations
1 Appropriate language and content should be used at all times while on campus/field studies. Our students
are always listening!
Smoking/Vaping is prohibited anywhere on our campus and on field studies.
Appropriate attire is expected.
The use of school computers for personal use is prohibited.
Limit cell phone use so that you are able to be fully present while volunteering/supervising our students.
If you need to use the restroom, please use those designated for adults. Do not use student restrooms.
Enjoy your time volunteering! If you need to speak with your child's teacher, schedule a time outside of the
day/time you are scheduled to volunteer.
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WITHDRAWAL OF STUDENTS
If you are moving and withdrawing your child from school, please call or come by the school a few days prior to the
withdrawal date so that we can collect textbooks, school issued iPad, library books, etc. Your cooperation is always
greatly appreciated.

NOTIFICATION OF RIGHTS UNDER FERPA
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords parents and students over 18 years of age (“eligible
students") certain rights with respect to the student's education records. These rights are:
1. The right to inspect and review the student's education records within 45 days of the day the school receives
a request for access. Parents or eligible students should submit to the school principal [or appropriate school
official] a written request that identifies the record(s) they wish to inspect. The school official will arrange for
access and notify the parent or eligible student of the time and place where the records may be inspected.
2. The right to request the amendment of the student’s education records that the parent or eligible student







Rock Hill School District Board Polices






Policy and Administrative Rule for Code of Conduct
CODE OF CONDUCT

Code JICDA-R Issued 6/23

Level I — Disorderly Conduct

Disorderly conduct includes any activity in which a student engages that tends to impede orderly classroom procedures or instructional
activities, orderly operation of the school, or the frequency or seriousness of which disturb the classroom or school.

Acts of disorderly conduct may include, but are not limited to, the following:

classroom tardiness
cheating on examinations or classroom assignments

f
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Disruptive conduct includes those activities in which students engage that are directed against persons or property and the consequences of
which tend to endanger the health or safety of themselves or others in the school. Some instances of disruptive conduct may overlap certain
criminal offenses, justifying both administrative sanctions and court proceedings.

The administration may reclassify disorderly conduct (Level I) as disruptive conduct (Level 1) if the student frequently engages in (Level I)
disorderly conduct offenses.

Acts of disruptive conduct may include, but are not limited to, the following:
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use of an intoxicant

use or possession of tobacco products or materials

fighting — Elementary Schools

inciting others to violence or provoking a fight

vandalism (minor)

stealing

threats against others

harassment, intimidation, hazing, or bullying

trespassing

profane or abusive language to staff

refusal to obey school personnel or agents (such as volunteer aides or chaperones) whose responsibilities include supervision of
students

possession or use of unauthorized substances

possession or use of a controlled substance or paraphernalia associated with the use of controlled substances, as defined by law or
local school board policy

illegally occupying or blocking school property in any way with the intent to deprive others of its use
noncompliance of administrative direction during a school emergency

unlawful assembly

failure to cooperate fully with school officials in the investigation of a Level Il offense

disrupting lawful assembly

bus misconduct

horseplay, hitting, tripping, or pushing that could cause injuries or damage to property

gambling

The staff will follow these basic enforcement procedures in instances of disruptive conduct:



Acts of criminal conduct may include, but are not limited to, the following:

assault and battery

extortion

bomb threat

false fire alarms

fighting — Middle and High Schools

possession/use of fireworks or explosive devices

failure to report knowledge of weapons or explosive devices to school authorities
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2. Section 59-63-210 - Grounds for suspension, expulsion, or transfer.
3. Section 59-63-235 - Expulsion of stu






